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of theism, for in the mouth of the theist it has a,
distinct meaning ; in the mouth of the positivist
none. Let the will be good, and for the theist
there is indeed no small and great objectively.
But for the positivist the case is otherwise.
The ' mass of human beings ' cannot thus take
the will for the deed ; and our virtues are great
and small in exact proportion to results they
accomplish severally. For the positivists to say
that there is no small or great in them, is as if a
railway company were to say to the public, ' Pay
its with two pence or two pounds for your
tickets ; there is neither much nor little with us
for all is effectual.'

What Miss Bevingtoii has here had in her
mind is what Christ said of the widow's mite ;
but in attempting to transplant this from
His system to hers she shows not the difference
only, but the antagonism of the two. The
'mass of human beings,' as an object of work
and ardour, can never supply the place of God,
nor does it go even the smallest way towards-
doing so. Every effort made by the positivists
to invest it with the divine glory and to raise
it to the divine eminence fails. They attempt to
perform the feat in many ways, but each effort